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Pleasanton Township Goals 
 
Develop the tools necessary to provide strong, capable, reliable, 

and consistent leadership and policy. 

 
Reliable and consistent leadership is essential to ensure that the master plan is implemented, the 

zoning ordinance is enforced fairly, and the people responsible for the work of governing the 

township have the proper training and expertise to undertake their tasks. The leaders of the 

community are primarily volunteers who bring to the table a diversity and breadth of knowledge 

from their professions that is critical to quality problem solving. However, making sure that each 

person has a common skill set specifically designed for township government is needed.  

 

Opportunities through the Michigan Association of Planning, Michigan State University Extension, 

and other organizations are a great way to learn new tools, meet others working on similar 

problems, and share experiences. Pleasanton Township desires to be a regional leader in 

developing and using best practices, where enforcement is fairly determined and uniformly 

applied. Ensuring that leadership has the tools to achieve their goals is an important first step. 

 

Objectives 
 

• WEBSITE UPDATES: Increase communication between the township government and residents 

by updating and maintaining the township website monthly by including minutes of meetings, 

ordinances, maps of recreational opportunities, and actions taken by the township. 

 

• DISTRIBUTION OF NEWSLETTER: Continue to develop a newsletter that describes township news 

and actions taken during the year and send it in the biannual tax bills. 

 

• ZONING ENFORCEMENT EQUITY: Ensure that the zoning ordinance is applied and enforced 

fairly with regard to all members of the community. 
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Provide and support opportunities for economic development within 

the township. 

 
Providing and supporting economic development activities in Pleasanton Township requires the 

understanding of its unique location in the heart of the “breadbasket” of the region. Here, 

farming and living off the land provide an important economic generator, and US 31 bisects the 

township to offer transportation in all seasons, making Pleasanton Township ideally placed to 

provide agricultural support activities. There is an increasing demand for locally grown food and 

a movement to re-establish the agricultural infrastructure and distribution lines necessary to 

support the local and regional farming community. Farmers, whether in Pleasanton or the 

region, can take advantage of these trends. It’s important to remember that money spent on 

local agriculture stays within the local economy, providing an income to residents. Pleasanton 

Township wants to become the home for the support infrastructure for the local and regional 

agricultural community. Pleasanton fully supports other industry and businesses along with 

agriculture. 
 

Objectives 

 
• AGRICULTURE-COMMERCIAL MIXED-USE DISTRICT: Designate in the zoning ordinance an 

Agricultural–Commercial Mixed-Use District along a portion of US 31 that will provide a location 

for businesses that make and sell locally grown products, and for businesses that support the 

agricultural industry. 

 

• FARMERS MARKET: Promote a farmers’ market and home farm stands In Pleasanton Township 

and surrounding areas. 

 

• COMPACT BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT: Encourage business development along US 31 to be 

located close together and directed where infrastructure may be provided. 

 

• COLLABORATION:  Collaborate with other local governments, businesses, and community 

resources in a way to amplify and not duplicate efforts. 
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Ensure that a wide range of recreational opportunities exists for all 

types of users. 

 
Pleasanton Township is home to many recreational opportunities that take advantage of 

recreational sites and natural features within the community. Playground equipment, a ball 

diamond, pickleball, tennis courts, and a picnic area exist at the Township Hall, a total of eight 

public access sites on Bear Lake and Glovers Lake, May Buell Park, and the open space at the 

township park on Lakeside Avenue, as well as two DNR Boat Launch sites, one at Bear Lake and 

the other on Glovers Lake, are all avenues for recreation. The State of Michigan owns 2,164 

acres of the township’s land, and the Grand Traverse Regional Conservancy holds 1,428 acres of 

land for recreation and other conservation purposes which provide multi-user trails, wildlife 

viewing, and general enjoyment of nature. Recreational opportunities are plentiful. Refining 

those opportunities will make them easier to use for current residents as well as attract people to 

the township. Developing the trail systems so that they are properly surfaced, marked with 

signage, connected within the community and regionally, and advertised are important 

elements to further developing all the recreational opportunities. Ensuring continued access to 

Bear Lake and expanding access opportunities means more people will be able to use the lake 

even though they don’t have lakefront property. Part of the recreational experience in the 

township includes the visual corridors where people can look over the vistas and view Bear Lake, 

state forest lands, and perhaps, if they are lucky, an occasional bald eagle. 

 

Objectives 

 
• PARKS AND RECREATION PLAN: Review the Parks and Recreation plan of 2022 and prepare a 

new Plan with the goal of applying for Department of Natural Resources grants. 

 

• BEAR LAKE ACCESS POINTS: Continue to maintain and improve access to Bear Lake by 

developing a road end maintenance program and allocating funds that seek to keep all public 

access points to Bear Lake viable through weed control and widening the access point for more 

users where possible. 

 

• GTRLC LAND: Work closely with the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy to develop 

property under their ownership in order to ensure that the township’s recreation goals are 

considered. 

 

• STATE OWNED LAND TRAIL SYSTEM: Work closely with the State of Michigan to better define, 

advertise, and provide access to the trail systems within state-owned land. 

 

• COMMUNITY WIDE NON-MOTORIZED TRAIL SYSTEM: Continue to work with other groups on an 

interconnected trail system through the township that accommodates all types of users, 

including snowmobiles, walking/hiking, biking, horseback riding. 

 

• REGIONAL TRAIL SYSTEM: Ensure that the community trail system is connected to a regional trail 

system with a priority of providing a connection to surrounding areas.  

 

• GLOVERS LAKE ACCESSIBILITY: Improve access to Glovers Lake. 

 

• UNIVERSAL ACCESSIBILITY: Improve universal accessibility to all recreational sites and 

opportunities. 

 

• ACTIVITIES HUB: Establish the Township Hall as the hub for information regarding activities within 

the township, including a kiosk for maps, contact information, QR Code that people can scan 

for information and postings. 
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Ensure that transportation and technological infrastructure meets the 

needs of the community. 

 
Linking infrastructure improvements to economic prosperity isn’t always an easy connection. It is 

hard to assess the impact of poor roads and lack of proper broadband connectivity on your 

wallet—this type of analysis is an economist’s dream. However, we do know a few things that 

speak to the relationship between infrastructure and prosperity. A 2011 report commissioned by 

the American Society of Civil Engineers states that deteriorating infrastructure means more 

money going into vehicle repairs, potentially making the cost of living higher than what is 

affordable. By not having broadband connectivity, political, economic, social interactions are 

limited. This means residents are cut off from increasingly more online opportunities, seasonal 

users may not continue their work and maintain their usual social media activities, and the 

expansion of home occupations is limited as more and more small business start-ups require 

internet access to expand their market possibilities. Broadband cannot change economic 

factors within the township, but it can enhance them and offer greater opportunities for 

economic prosperity. Quality roads, whether paved or well-maintained gravel, don’t necessarily 

mean a noticeable chunk of change in your wallet that you didn’t have to spend on car repairs 

and maintenance, but it does add up over time. Improving quality of life, helping to provide and 

support job opportunities, and attracting visitors and residents means providing what is 

increasingly becoming the most fundamental of services: quality roads and broadband 

development. 
 

Objectives 
 

• VISUAL CORRIDORS: Develop guidelines to maintain the visual corridors within the community 

by restricting the size and number of signs, screening industrial and other land uses with 

landscaping, locating parking in the rear of buildings, leaving natural vegetation along 

roadways, and reducing light pollution at night by using non-glare, downward directed light 

sources. 

 

• BROADBAND INTERNET: Encourage and support broadband internet access throughout the 

community while keeping the health and welfare of township residents in mind. 
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Maintain the scenic rural character of the community. 

 
Scenic rural character is an important attribute of, and to, the community. Scenic rural 

character consists of uninterrupted views of pasture, fields, woods, lakes, and streams. It is the 

drive down a dirt road lined with large trees whose branches are gracefully swaying in the wind. 

It is the view of woodlots and blue crystal-clear water from a ridgeline onto Bear Lake and the 

valley surrounding it. Scenic rural character is the quiet that comes with less development, little 

traffic, and a nighttime sky unspoiled by the lights of urban development. Scenic rural character 

is the farmer moving the equipment around as fields are tended to, and it is the slow pace in 

which life moves within the confines of Pleasanton Township. 

 

Objectives 

 
• NATURAL LANDSCAPING: Encourage the use of native vegetation along roadways for 

screening of new buildings and businesses. 

 

• WATERSHED PROTECTION: Support the state, particularly the Michigan Department of 

Environmental Quality, on their work overseeing our watershed. 

 

• AGRICULTURAL LAND CONVERSION: Maintain, protect, and where appropriate expand 

agricultural production and forest land uses.   

 

• ENVIRONMENTAL SITE DESIGN STANDARDS: Review the existing zoning ordinance to ensure the 

inclusion of standards that state: 

 

1. New development shall not pollute or degrade the quality of surface water or 

groundwater, current quiet countryside noise levels, scenic views, or nighttime sky. 

 

2. New developments shall be designed and constructed to avoid sensitive natural 

features in order to keep them pristine and shall be protected and restored where damaged. 

 

3. New lakefront public access sites shall be carefully sited to minimize environmental 

degradation and managed to prevent overcrowding of the lake surface and nuisance impacts 

on abutting properties. 

 

• ZONING ORDINANCE REVISIONS: Adopt or amend ordinances to provide protection for 

sensitive features including wetlands, floodplains, land bordering lakes and streams, current 

quiet countryside noise levels, scenic viewsheds, and nighttime skies. 

 

• COMMUNICATION WITH GRAND TRAVERSE REGIONAL LAND CONSERVANCY: Maintain regular 

communication with the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy to ensure that their land 

use practices are in keeping with this Plan. 

 

• ENVIRONMENTAL PLANS:  Support environmental Greenway Plans, Wildlife Corridor Plans and 

Migratory Bird “Flyway” Maps. 

 

* HOUSING:  Adopt or amend ordinances to promote housing within specific zoning districts. 

 

* ZONING ORDINANCES:  Update or amend ordinances for minimum acres to reflect the needs 

of the township. 
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Pleasanton Township Map 
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Pleasanton Township  Zoning Districts      
        

PROPOSED ZONING 

DISTRICTS   

USES 

(general)   SETBACKS   

MINIMUM 

LOT SIZE NOTES 

WR-1 preserve / state land  

Land 

Conservation,  Front: 83 feet  10 acres 

Article 

34 

  Agriculture,  Rear:  20 feet    

  Recreation  Side:  10 feet    

    

Water's Edge: 300 

feet    
        

RA-1 Residential / 

Agricultural   Residential,    Front:  83 feet   5 acres 

Article 

35 

    Agriculture   Rear:  20 feet       

        Side:  10 feet       

        

Water's Edge:  100 

feet       
        

RA-2 Residential / 

Agricultural / Commercial 

by Special Use Permit  

Single & Multi 

Family  Front: 83 feet  2 acres 

Article 

36 

  Residential,  Rear:  20 feet    

  Agriculture  Side:  20 feet    

    

Water's edge:  300 

feet    
        

RA-3 Residential / 

Agricultural   

Single & Multi 

Family   Front:  83 feet   5 acres 

Article 

47 

    Residential   Rear:  20 feet       

    Lodging   Side:  10 feet       

        

Water's edge:  100 

feet       
        

LS-1 Lakeshore 

Residential  Residential,  Front:  57 feet  

20,000 square 

feet 

Article 

45 

  Recreation  Rear:  20 feet    

    Side:  10 feet    

    

Water or wetland: 25 

feet    
        

LBR Little Bay Resort    Residential   Front:  15 feet   3,600 square feet 

Article 

46 

        Rear:  0 feet       

        Side:  2 feet       

        Water's edge:  25 feet       

        

Stream/creek/wetland: 

100 feet       
        

Wetland Overlay District  

Land 

Conservation, 

Recreation  

Same as underlying 

zoning district  

Same as 

underlying 

zoning district 

Article 

73 
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Pleasanton Township Demographic Information  
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https://data.census.gov/profile/Pleasanton_township,_Manistee_County,_Michigan?g=0600000UU26101648

60 

https://censusreporter.org/profiles/06000US2610164860-pleasanton-township-manistee-county-mi/ 
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TOWNSHIP OF PLEASANTON 

COUNTY OF MANISTEE, MICHIGAN 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION TO APPROVE MASTER PLAN AND RECOMMEND 

ADOPTION TO TOWNSHIP BOARD 

 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Planning Enabling Act (MPEA) authorizes the Planning Commission to 

prepare a Master Plan for the use, development and preservation of all lands in the Township; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission prepared a proposed new Master Plan and submitted the plan to 

the Township Board for review and comment; and 

WHEREAS, on October 6, 2025, the proposed Master Plan prepared by the Planning Commission  

authorized distribution of the Master Plan to the Notice Group entities identified in the MPEA; and 

WHEREAS, notice was provided to the Notice Group entities as provided in the Michigan Planning 

Enabling Act; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing on to consider public comment on the 

proposed new Master Plan, and to further  review and comment on the proposed new Master Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission finds that the proposed new Master Plan is desirable and proper 

and furthers the use, preservation, and development goals and strategies of the Township. 

Therefore, be it hereby resolved as follows: 

1. Approval of 2025 Master Plan.  The Planning Commission hereby approves and recommends 

for adoption the proposed new 2025 Master Plan, including all of the chapters, figures, maps and 

tables contained therein. 

2. Distribution to Township Board.  Said new approved Master Plan shall be forwarded to the 

Township Board for approval or rejection. 

3. Findings of Fact.  The Planning Commission has made the foregoing determination based on a 

review of existing land uses in the Township, a review of the existing Master Plan provisions and 

maps, input  received from the Township Board and public hearing, and finds that the new Master 

Plan will accurately reflect and implement the Township’s goals and strategies for the use, 

preservation, and development of lands in Pleasanton Township. 

4. Effective Date.  This resolution shall take immediate effect. 

The foregoing resolution offered by Planning Commissioner Gauthier.   

Second offered by Planning Commission Storms-Rohm. 

Upon roll call vote the following voted: 

“Aye”:  Swanson, Gauthier, Runyon, Storms-Rohm, Monk 

“Nay”:  None 

The Chair declared the resolution adopted. 

Brenda K. Monk  12/8/2025 

Brenda K. Monk, Secretary 

 


