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Pleasanton Township Planning Commission Meeting 
Minutes 

DATE:  May 12, 2025 @ 6:00 p.m. 
LOCATION:   Pleasanton Township Hall 

Representatives: 

   X  Michelle Swanson – Chair   X Kathy Runyon 

   X  Robert Gauthier – Vice Chair   X Brenda Monk – Township Board Rep / Secretary 

    X John Storms-Rohm  

   X Josh Mills, Zoning Administrator      

 Guests:  Austin Thompson   

         X = Present  A = Absent 

 

Topics Discussed Discussion/Decision Action/Responsible 

Party 

Meeting called to order. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

  

Roll call Present:  Swanson, Gauthier, Runyon, Storms-

Rohm, Monk   

 

 

Agenda Approval Agenda presented for approval/changes. 

 

 

 

 

Motion by Storms-Rohm, 

second by  Runyon to 

approve agenda as 

amended.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

Prior meeting minutes April 7, 2025,  Meeting Minutes 

April 14, 2025, Workshop Minutes 
 

 

 

 

 

Motion by Gauthier, 

second by Monk to 

approve meeting 

minutes. All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

Open Public Hearing Public Hearing Open:  6:04 p.m. 

Request from M & A Thompson Properties, LLC 

 

 

Subject of Public Hearing: Special Use Request: 

 M & A Thompson Properties, Inc.   

 13153 Pleasanton Hwy.  

(Tax Id # 12-561-707-15) 

     

Storage: (8010 C & D) 

 

 

Public Hearing on Special Use Request 

1. Summary by Chairman 

PURPOSE: This Ordinance divides Pleasanton 

Township into districts in which specific uses are 

permitted which are mutually compatible. In 

addition, there may be certain other uses, which may 

be appropriate to include in a district due to the 

specific circumstances surrounding the use, the 
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impact on neighboring uses and public facilities. 

Such uses, because of their particular location or the 

particular nature of the service offered, may be 

established in a district through a Special Use Permit. 

 

2. Open Public Hearing for Public Input 

a. Presentation from Applicant 

b. Read letters concerning Special 

Use Request: 

202500502 – Email S. Schankin 

20250506 – Email D. Hutchinson 

& L. Aragon 

20250509 – C. Kummer 

20250512 – Letter S. Reed 

20250512 Email S. Schankin 

20250512 Email M. Johnson 

 

c. Comments from Zoning Admin-

istrator concerning Special Use 

Request 

d. Comments from audience regard-

ing the Special Use Request – 

comments received in support of 

approval. 

e. Rebuttal from Applicant 

f. Questions from members of the 

Planning Commission 

g. Any additional comments by 

Zoning Administrator 

 

3. Close Public Hearing – 6:50 p.m. 

 

4. Discussion by members of the Planning 

Commission 

 

5. Motion to approve, disapprove, approve 

with conditions, or postpone action on 

the Special Use Request.   

Second to Motion. Member discussion. 

Vote on motion. 

 

8608. - SPECIAL USE PERMIT STANDARDS: 

A. The standards for determining if a Special Use 

Permit is to be granted or not are: 

 

 1. Is the use reasonable and designed to protect the 

health, safety and welfare of the community? Yes 

 

 2. Is the use consistent with the intent and purpose 

of the district? Yes 

 

 3. Is the use compatible with adjacent land uses?  

 

 

Motion by Monk, second 

by Gauthier to allow 

special use to be 

expanded as an 

unwritten special use 

expanded use permit 

request.  Under section 

8010. D. All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

 

Commission discussed 

request with Thompson 

and Mills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commission noted all 

parts of section 8608 

have been met. 
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Yes 

 

 4. Is the use designed to ensure that public services 

and facilities are capable of accommodating 

increased loads caused by the land use or activity? 

Yes 

 

 5. Does the use comply with other general and 

specific standards of this Ordinance? Yes 

 

Motion by Monk, second by Gauthier approve the 

application with the following conditions: 

The Planning Commission imposed conditions on 

the Special Use request. Conditions for consideration 

include the following: 

• Ensure all surface water is retained on-site.  

• If gravel is allowed, the gravel base shall be 

maintained by re-grading when needed and 

dust control shall be implemented. 

• All site lighting shall emit light downward 

to prevent glare to adjacent properties and 

the U.S. 31 right of way. Fixtures shall be 

downward and consist of “soft lighting” 

bulbs. 

• If the use demands additional parking spaces 

in the future, then the Zoning Administrator 

is authorized to require parking space expan-

sion.  

• All outdoor storage of material shall be 

screened with a fence. 

• Dumpsters shall be enclosed and located in 

an accessible location. This can be shown on 

a revised site plan. 

• Ensure that the State of Michigan Building 

Department is aware of all uses associated 

with the proposed operation to ensure proper 

ventilation, containment, and other building 

code requirements associated with the use is 

achieved. 

• Preserve as many mature trees as possible 

and maintain all “greenbelt” areas. Encour-

age trees needing to be removed, be replaced. 

• Project must adhere to all other local, state, 

and federal regulations as they pertain to the 

site and operations. 

 

In addition, all items noted in section 8608 have been 

met. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  Gauthier- Yes, Swanson – Yes, Run-

yon – Yes, Storms-Rohm – Yes, Monk – Yes.  All in 

favor, motion carried 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motion noted on left. 
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Zoning Administrator 

Report 

Mills discussed the Zoning Administrator report 

with the commission. 

 

• Mills noted the Gonzalez special use request 

has been pulled. 

• 20250504 Letter reviewed with Mills. 

 

 

Unfinished Business • Master Plan / Township Ordinance –   

 

 

 

• Tracy Davis – Swanson noted Mills will be 

in contact with Davis. 

 

• Ordinance 1060 Advertising Signs. 

Commission draft discussed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Ordinance Advertising Display Draft. 

Commission discussed the need for display 

definition as well as ordinance.  

 

 

 

• Storage Facility Example Ordinances.   

Commission reviewed examples from 

Mason County and Manistee Townships.   

 

Motion by Gauthier, 

second by Storms-Rohm 

to send Draft Master 

plan to the township 

Board for review.  All in 

favor, motion carried 

 

Motion by Gauthier, 

second by Runyon to 

accept changes and hold 

for public hearing until 

additional work on other 

ordinances is complete.  

All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

Gauthier, Runyon and 

Monk to look for any 

examples from townships 

regarding display 

ordinances. 

 

On hold for review at 

next meeting. 

 

New Business •   

Correspondence Received correspondence from the following: 

• 20250  

•  

 

Public Comment • None  

Board Comment • None  

Adjournment Meeting Adjourned at  8:05 p.m. 

• Next meeting date: June 9, 2025  

Monk noted she will not 

be in attendance at the 

June 9th meeting. 

   
 


